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Queer Zest Zine Fest
Event Date: August 7 & 8, 2021
Event Location: Online
Global — (June 30, 2021) Spotlighting the work of diverse queer creators from
around the world. Featuring virtual tablers, presentations, workshops, and meetups
on zines, queer issues, and DIY culture!
This August, around the world, LGBTQ+ zine makers and fans will gather at the
Queer Zest Zine Fest — a two-day all-virtual zine fest accessible to anyone with an
internet connection. This will allow folks around the world to meet and exchange
ideas where physical limitations would restrict access to these spaces. It will be a
place where queer zine makers and queer zine fans can gather to celebrate zines,
queer community, and share stories.
The Queer Zest Zine Fest organizers are a coalition of like-minded queer zinesters
with a host of event planning experience under their belts. The organizer team met
online in queer zine scenes and decided to join together to make this event a reality!
The fest will highlight the work of diverse queer creators from around the world:
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Germany, Greece, India, Mexico, The
Netherlands, New Zealand, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, Scotland, England, and the
United States of America.
Over 50 virtual “tablers” will be featured on static pages on the website, video
presentations, live Discord tabling sessions, or through live streaming video. Also
expect a variety of talks and workshops on zines, queer issues, and DIY culture!
Team bios, plus a definition of zines and their place in queer history can be found
after the signature. OutReach, Inc. and Barnard Zine Library are supporting this
event through fiscal sponsorship and accessibility respectively.
Please reach out with any questions you have or to schedule an interview.

Sincerely,
The Queer Zest Zine Fest Team
zestyqueers@gmail.com
https://queerzestzinefest.carrd.co/

The Team
Jasper Martin is a freelance artist, graphic designer, and painter from Ohio who
likes to dabble in every kind of arts and crafts they can get their hands on. They are
new to the zine scene but have quickly fallen in love with the medium. When
Jasper’s not working on an illustration or experimenting with a new art, they’re
taking care of two cats and two stepkids with their wife, a local musician.
Lark is a techie by trade and an artist by passion. Lark lives in the Midwest with one
of their partners and a hedgehog named Alistair. They do fiber arts, make zines and
art, and grow vegetables. They have planned several local mutual aid events,
including a free community meal and a queer clothing swap.
Laura Chenault is an interdisciplinary artist creating art from a feminist and a
post-modernist perspective. She believes concept and content must work hand and
hand with presentation and display. She is the owner of Laurel Tree Bindery, a small
bindery specializing in one of a kind books, zines, and short print runs. Passionate
about making, she helps produce the Philly Maker Faire.
Moss Bosch is an early childhood educator living in the Pacific Northwest who loves
risograph printing, story game design, and baking sourdough. A habitual art and
game convention volunteer and the co-host of the online tabletop game design
event Business Card Jam, they are excited to be part of a team supporting a virtual
event for queer zine makers.
Olivia Montoya (she/her) is a 28-year-old creative based in CT, USA. She currently
works as a graphic designer and studied computer science at Stanford University.
She is a hobbyist in a variety of different areas, including video game dev, TTRPG
design, LARP writing and GMing, zine making, programming tools for online
gaming, digital art, public speaking, event and community organizing. She has
organized the Litchfield County Zine Fest since 2018, taught many zine workshops
and talks at conferences, libraries, zine fests, and other educational events. She has
solo-run and co-run multiple successful Kickstarter campaigns. She was LARP Area
Head at Arisia 2021, is a co-organizer of the LARP Community Organizers Retreat,
and has facilitated or participated in a variety of events at gaming conventions,
from panels to discussions to games. In the Before Times, she organized in-person
queer community meetups in her area. Identities that are important to her include:
queer, bi/pan asexual, arospec, Autistic, latinx, and chronically ill.
Tanya is essentially three small yorkie dogs stacked in a trenchcoat posing as a
multidisciplinary artist based in California. Their interests include illustration,
photography, and zines. They enjoy being a part of the art community and have
participated in art projects both online and offline. When not making art, they have
helped plan events for their local communities with themes such as education and
mental health awareness. They are Mexican-American, queer, and use they/them
and she/her pronouns.

History and Definition of Zines
What are Zines?
Zines are small self-published booklets on topics as varied as prose, poetry, comics,
personal narratives, non-fiction, art, photography, and more. Zines are generally
produced with a printer or photocopier—with digital zines becoming more and more
popular—and distributed by the same person or small group of people who created
them, with a print run of 1000 or less for print zines. Zines are associated with
underground subcultures and have traditionally been a voice of those who are
underprivileged or misrepresented in society.
What is a Zine Fest?
A zine fest is an event, usually in person, but increasingly online, where zine creators
sell and trade their work, socialize with other zine creators (“zinesters”) and zine
fans, and where attendees can attend talks, panels, workshops, and/or open mics.
There are specifically queer zine fests all over the world!
Why Queer Zines?
LGBT periodicals existed as early as 1870, with the publishing of Uranus by Karl
Heinrich Ulrichs. Germany had several queer periodicals in the 1920’s, Die
Freundschaft, Die Freundin, and Frauenliebe. Queer life thrived in Germany at that
time, but fascism in the 1930’s forced LGBT folks back underground. Although
these publications were not specifically categorized as “zines” (the word didn’t exist
then), they were independently published booklets and distributed on a small scale.
In 1950’s USA, homosexuality was believed to be tied to Communism, and openly
LGBT people were often imprisoned. The UK also had high-profile homosexual
arrests at that time period. Gay men were often subject to entrapment in order to
“catch” them in homosexual behavior, and bars frequented by LGBT folks were
often raided. Even with that risk, the community was driven to find each other, and
covert organizations formed.
The Mattachine Society was a society for gay men which published a journal with
articles on dealing with police, how to avoid entrapment and other stories of
interest to the gay community. The Daughters of Bilitis, formed independently of
Mattachine Society, published a newsletter for lesbians which was distributed
quietly from person to person and via mail. For an in-depth analysis of these
societies and other independent LGBT newsletters, see this article “The Fountain
Pen and the Typewriter”: The Rise of the Homophile Press in the 1950s and 1960s
or the documentary series Equal on HBO.

In present times, many LGBT and queer folks live isolated lives. Although queer
rights have progressed in the US, UK and other countries significantly since the
1950s, folks in rural and isolated areas still struggle to find community and
connection. Zines are a form of self-expression as well as a way to connect with
others. Online zine swaps and zine fests bring together people and ideas from
around the world. It is crucial for LGBT and queer folks to know that they are not
alone.

Sponsors
OutReach, Inc. https://www.outreachmadisonlgbt.org/
OutReach, Inc. is the fiscal sponsor. Their mission is a commitment to equity and
quality of life for all LGBTQ+ people through community building, health and human
services, and economic, social, and racial justice advocacy.
Their vision is to create a community where the presence and contributions of
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender people are welcomed and celebrated; where
intolerance is challenged and defeated; where justice prevails; and where civil rights
of all people are valued and respected.

Barnard Zine Library https://zines.barnard.edu/
The Barnard Zine Library (BZL) is providing accessibility sponsorship. They are part
of the library at Barnard College, a predominantly women's college in New York City.
In non-pandemic times, the collections, which include personal, political, and other
zines on feminist topics, with emphases on zines by BIPOC women and trans
women of all races and ethnicities, are physically open to the public. Contact zine
librarian Jenna Freedman zines@barnard.edu.

